The Secrets of the Parables by Gerry Watts – 11. The Wise & Foolish Virgins

11. The Wise & Foolish Virgins
“At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their
lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and
five were wise. The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with
them. The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps. The
bridegroom was a long time in coming, and they all became drowsy and
fell asleep.
At midnight the cry rang out: ‘Here's the bridegroom! Come out to meet
him!’ Then all the virgins woke up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish ones
said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil; our lamps are going out.’ ‘No,’ they
replied, ‘there may not be enough for both us and you. Instead, go to those
who sell oil and buy some for yourselves.’
But while they were on their way to buy the oil, the bridegroom arrived. The
virgins who were ready went in with him to the wedding banquet. And
the door was shut. Later the others also came. ‘Sir! Sir!’ they said. ‘Open the
door for us!’ But he replied, ‘I tell you the truth, I don't know you.’
Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the hour.”
(Matthew 25:1-13 NIV)

This parable in Matthew 25 (along with a few subsequent ones also) is given to us
in the gospel of Matthew within the context of Christ’s Olivet discourse; and this
discourse had to do with the eschatological coming of the Son of Man within that
generation, and the prophetic events of that era, which was to be the end of the age
(cf. Matthew 24:1-3, 33-34). Therefore, this parable clearly belongs to, and follows
on from, the prophetic details of Christ’s discourse in Matthew 24.1 Jesus was saying
that ‘at that time’ or ‘then’ (Greek tote)2, as the end of the age was drawing near,
the kingdom of the heavens, as it was spiritually manifest in the early first century
Church, would be like Ten Virgins who were waiting to meet the Bridegroom for the
soon-to-occur wedding festivities.
We dealt with the subject of the Wedding Feast in quite some detail in the last
chapter, so to avoid unnecessary repetition, I would suggest that the reader should
refer back to that chapter for further details on Jewish weddings in the time of
Christ. This will shed further light on our present parable.
Now in the above parable we have the following picture. Ten virgins or young
maidens, who are bridesmaids, are awaiting the arrival of the bridegroom. As was
often the custom, this meeting occurred after dark, so they needed to have oil lamps
or torches with them so that they could guide the way of the wedding procession
upon the arrival of the bridegroom for his bride. Five of them were foolish and didn’t
come prepared with extra oil, while the other five were wise and carried extra oil
with them. The bridegroom was delayed for a time,3 and while they waited, they all
became drowsy and fell asleep.
Then late at night, the cry from the watchman leading the bridegroom’s procession
was heard, announcing the bridegroom’s arrival. The ten virgins wake up and quickly
trim their lamps, ready to meet the bridegroom, but the five foolish ones were
running out of oil; hence their lamps were going out. So they begged the others to
share what oil they had, but, wisely, they had to refuse, otherwise none of them
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would have been ready to receive the bridegroom on behalf of the bride, because all
their lamps would’ve been going out, ruining everything!
Yet while the five foolish virgins went off to buy more oil, the bridegroom arrived
and the complete procession moved on to the place where the wedding festivities
were about to be held. Later, the five foolish virgins return and they try to get in to
the feast, but the bridegroom rejects them for their failure to serve and honour him,
telling them that he doesn’t know them (that is, they are not recognised as his true
servants), and they are subsequently banished from participating in the wedding
celebrations.
Who Are The Virgins?
The simple message that Jesus gave to his disciples here was ‘be prepared and
watch for my Return,’ for they needed to be aware of deception and complacency in
the days ahead, for the Son of Man would come at a time when many would NOT
expect Him. Even though Jesus had given them plenty of information concerning the
prophetic signs of that era, they nevertheless would not know the actual day or hour
of his arrival, hence the need for being watchful and ready. Of course, there is a
little more being revealed in this parable than just a message of preparedness.
Evidently, Jesus is the Bridegroom, who is delayed for a time, and the wedding
festivities are the fullness of the Kingdom at His Return. Yet notice that the bride
herself is not mentioned at all, she is only there in the background, so to speak, and
she is not the main focus. The primary focus of this particular parable is the
Bridegroom and the ten Virgins. So who are the ten Virgins?
The task of the virgins or bridesmaids was to be servants and guides for the bride
and bridegroom. In the same way as John the Baptist was the Friend or Best Man
(that is, the special prophet) of the Bridegroom (Christ), while ultimately still
belonging to the people of God (John 3:27-30); so the Virgins primarily represented
the servants of Christ (i.e. the apostles, prophets, shepherd/teachers, evangelists)
of the first century church who were representatives of the kingdom of God (cf.
Ephesians 4:11-13).
Paul originally spoke the following words to the assembly at Corinth, but by
extension this can apply to all believers since then.
2

I am jealous for you with a godly jealousy. I promised you to one husband,
to Christ, so that I might present you as a pure virgin to him.
(2 Corinthians 11:2 NIV)

Paul was primarily referring to first century believers in Christ here as being,
collectively, a betrothed bride, who, spiritually, were to be chaste virgins. That is to
say, they were to remain loyal to Christ by walking in righteousness and holiness
and truth, in obedience to His commands, avoiding all forms of idolatry (which was
viewed as spiritual adultery and prostitution). From this, it can be deduced that the
ten virgins were clearly representing the first century church in some way or
another.
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This spiritual ‘virgin’ motif can also be seen in the vision of Revelation where the
chosen Jewish Christian remnant of the first century are represented by the symbolic
figure of the 144,000 sealed Israelites, the chosen servants of God who were
divinely sealed for protection from the impending judgments. The first century
apostles and prophets belonged to this saved remnant (which remnant Paul was
evidently discussing in Romans 11:1-10) and they were the first century equivalent
of the faithful Israelite remnant of 7000 in Elijah’s day; and also the faithful remnant
in Ezekiel’s generation who were divinely marked on their foreheads for safety
before the divine wrath fell upon Jerusalem (cf. 1 Kings 19 & Ezekiel 9). It was this
remnant that was offered to God as firstfruits at the time of the First Resurrection in
the Day of the Lord (cf. Revelation 20:6).
3

And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living
creatures and the elders. No one could learn the song except the 144,000
who had been redeemed from the earth. 4 These are those who did not
defile themselves with women, for they remained virgins. They follow the
Lamb wherever he goes. They were purchased from among mankind and
offered as firstfruits to God and the Lamb.
(Revelation 14:3-4 NIV; see also 7:1-8)

As for the number 10 in the parable of the Ten Virgins, this symbolises the
perfection or completeness of Divine order in relation to the end of the age, and the
termination, and completion, of the old covenant order. That is to say, the 10 virgins
were representatives of the spiritual kingdom of heaven on the earth in that first
century generation, who were experiencing the fulfilment (literally “ends”) of the
ages, along with the fullness of the times (cf. 1 Corinthians 10:11; Ephesians 1:10).
Yet five of them were wise (or prudent; 5 being the number of Grace) while the
others were foolish. The main characteristic that marked out the wise virgins from
the foolish ones was that the wise ones were much more prepared, having extra
olive oil with them for their lamps. This was because their focus was on their service
to the Bridegroom, while the others were totally unprepared, ultimately revealing
their lack of loyalty and service to the Bridegroom. Even though, interestingly
enough, all ten virgins nodded off to sleep while they waited, only the wise ones had
an ongoing supply of oil for their lamps. The foolish ones could not be relied upon,
as they were unprepared, so that when the bridegroom arrived they were nowhere
to be seen.
It needs to be noted here that, biblically speaking, a “foolish” (or stupid or simple)
person was understood as one who was lacking in morals & spiritual guidance, one
who lacked true wisdom, understanding and knowledge in accordance with Yahweh’s
revelation of wisdom, righteousness and justice. Therefore, when we read of Jesus
contrasting “the wise” with “the foolish” we are to interpret this in light of the Jewish
understanding of these things, particularly as portrayed in the OT book of Proverbs.
Olive Oil For Anointing
It is a common well known fact that in ancient times olive oil was used for
anointing those in special office, such as prophets, priests and kings, and it was also
commonly used in lamps, in particular, the seven-branched Lampstand (the
menorah) in the Tabernacle and Temple. Olive oil is a clear symbol of the Holy Spirit
of God, which brings illumination (light) and power (heat), as well as authority
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(being divinely anointed). The word Messiah or Christ means ‘anointed one’, and
Jesus is the Light of the world. Here are a couple of scriptures to highlight the
above.
“Command the Israelites to bring you clear oil of pressed olives for the
light so that the lamps may be kept burning. In the Tent of Meeting,
outside the curtain that is in front of the Testimony, Aaron and his sons are
to keep the lamps burning before the LORD from evening till morning. This
is to be a lasting ordinance among the Israelites for the generations to come.
(Exodus 27:20-21 NIV)
“…and a hin of olive oil. Make these into a sacred anointing oil, a fragrant
blend, the work of a perfumer. It will be the sacred anointing oil.”
(Exodus 30:24-25 NIV)

The seven-branched lampstand represents Christ Jesus as the ultimate Anointed
One of God (the Messiah) who is the Light of the whole world. Yet the spiritual Body
of Christ, as temples of God (individually and corporately) are also menorahs, lights
of the world (cf. Revelation 1:20; Matthew 5:14-16). All of this relates to the oil for
the lamps of the bridesmaid/virgins. Only the gracious supply of God’s Spirit through
continued obedience and faith to the Master/Bridegroom, Jesus Christ, can cause
one to truly be watchful and prepared.
Loyal Service & Lamps
In light of this (excuse the pun), the following words of Jesus fit well into our
present subject.
“Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, like men
waiting for their master to return from a wedding banquet, so that when he
comes and knocks they can immediately open the door for him. It will be
good for those servants whose master finds them watching when he
comes. I tell you the truth, he will dress himself to serve, will have them
recline at the table and will come and wait on them. It will be good for
those servants whose master finds them ready, even if he comes in
the second or third watch of the night. But understand this: If the owner
of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have
let his house be broken into. You also must be ready, because the Son of
Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.”
(Luke 12:35-40 NIV)

Here we have a similar picture and message specifically aimed at that first century
generation. The followers of Christ, especially the leaders, were to be like servants
who needed to be diligent, loyal servants of their Master as they waited for Him to
return, keeping their lamps burning, even if He was to return late into the night,
during the second or third watches. When He knocks on the door, they’ll be ready
for Him. These are good, wise servants. Then in response to their loyalty and
faithfulness, the Master will dress himself to serve them as they recline at the Feast
in the Kingdom of God. What a beautiful picture of love and fellowship – and
awesome humility from our beloved Lord. This IS eternal life – knowing Him (John
17:3).
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So what did it mean to keep your lamps burning? During that era of the last days
or last times, especially between 33-70 AD, when the end of the age was drawing
near while they awaited the Day of the Lord, the spiritual powers of darkness were
causing a “dark night” to fall upon the earth, resulting in “the great tribulation” of
67-70 AD. The apostle Paul spoke of this very clearly in Romans 13:11-13.
11

And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already
come for you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer
now than when we first believed. 12 The night is nearly over; the day is
almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor
of light. 13 Let us behave decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and
drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and
jealousy. (NIV)

At the time Paul wrote this, the night was nearly over and the Day of Christ, along
with the accompanying salvation, was drawing nearer every day. This doesn’t make
sense at all if we apply this to every generation of Christians ever since then, for
then the words “nearly over” and “almost here” and “nearer now” lose their
meaning. The coming of Christ and his kingdom was very near and soon to occur in
that first century generation. It is this “night” or era of darkness that is being
represented in the parable of the Ten Virgins, and also in the parable of the Servants
in Luke chapter 12. Both of these parables reference the late hours of the nighttime,
or watches of the night, when darkness reigns.
Jesus himself had warned his disciples that night was coming when they would
struggle to do the works of God after his departure as the light of the world.
4

”As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who sent me. Night is
coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of
the world.”
(John 9:4-5 NIV)

Hence, due to this spiritual darkness, there was a need for spiritual light-bearing
lamps or torches (which in those days were lit by fire not batteries and bulbs!) And
there was also great emphasis on the unexpectedness of the hour of Christ’s return
to fully establish his kingdom with power, and to subsequently dine with his
servants; hence there was a need for them to be ready, watching and waiting for
the sound of the Bridegroom’s arrival.
Now here’s an important note worth mentioning. The writer of Hebrews stated that
Christ’s second appearing would only be seen by those who were faithfully and
actively waiting for him. And these faithful “watchers” were of the same generation
who had seen Jesus the first time; hence they were the only ones who could truly
see him the second time. Think about that. All subsequent generations did not see
him the first time, so how could they see him a second time? (cf. Hebrews 9:2628).4
It is also worth noting here that in the parable of the Persistent Widow (or Unjust
Judge, depending on your view) in Luke 18:1-8, Jesus wanted to make it clear to his
disciples that God would bring justice to his chosen ones of that generation who
were being persecuted, who were crying out to him in prayer, and that that
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judgment or justice would occur quickly,5 at the coming of the Son of Man (verses 78).
Nevertheless, Jesus also implied that the true Christian faith of his apostles would
be severely lacking at the time of his return when he questioned (see verse 8), “…
when the Son of Man comes, will he find the faith on the earth?” This indication of
apostasy was also in line with Christ’s teaching in the Olivet discourse where he
warned of apostasy and deception in those last days, even stating that the love of
most would grow cold (Matthew 24:4-6, 10-13; also 37-39).
The sober words of Jesus that concluded the parable of the Ten Virgins is that of
rejection for those who do not remain watchful as faithful servants - even if they
arrive later, knocking on the door, wanting to be let in to the wedding feast. These
powerful, yet somewhat heartbreaking, words “I don’t know you” are also echoed
elsewhere in Jesus’ teaching (cf. Matthew 7:23; Luke 13:23-27). These are words
not to be taken lightly, even if they were more applicable to that first century era
(see verse 26 below).
23

Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?”

He said to them, 24 “Make every effort to enter through the narrow door,
because many, I tell you, will try to enter and will not be able to.
25
Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will stand
outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’
“But he will answer, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from.’
26

“Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you taught in our
streets.’
27

“But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from. Away
from me, all you evildoers!’
(Luke 13:23-27 NIV)

The Meeting
I need to say a little here about the Greek word apantesis translated “to meet” in
verse 6 of our parable (also the related word hupantesis in verse 1).
The Greek word Parousia, meaning ‘presence’ (the word that is often used in the
NT to describe Christ’s Second Appearing or Advent), was often used in the ancient
world for describing a royal visit or the arrival of a new dignitary, where, for
example, the emperor would go on a state visit to make an appearance to the
people, often being met by an official ‘meeting party’ first to escort the royal party
to the city (the Greek for “meeting” or “to meet” in this sense being apantesis; see
also Acts 28:15). This imagery is possibly being used by Paul in 1 Thessalonians
4:13-18, for he uses these two Greek words parousia & apantesis with this kind of
connection - though with a little ironic twist to it.6
The irony here is that Christ is actually being viewed as visiting and rescuing his
own people (his bride) so as to ‘escort’ them back to his ‘place’ via an ‘ascension’ of
their own (hence, “the clouds” motif & the “meeting” in the air imagery of 1
6
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Thessalonians 4:13-18; see also John 14:3; Acts 1:9-11; Revelation 11:12). This is
very clear in John 14:3 where we have the following words of Jesus being spoken to
his disciples.
3

“And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you
to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the
place where I am going.” (NIV)

Now some Bible teachers (whether preterist or futurist) have tried to use this
technical understanding of the official “meeting” metaphor to say that Christ was to
be welcomed on earth by his people at his Parousia to then remain on earth, and
that this has nothing to do with Christ’s followers being taken to heaven (or the
spiritual dimension). In this view, the emphasis becomes earthly rather than
heavenly, even if it is described in terms of a ‘new earth.’ I once held to a similar
view of the new creation, but I no longer agree with this interpretation, particularly
when “the meeting” metaphor is applied in this way.
I think it is very evident from John 14:3 alone that Jesus was telling his disciples
that he was going away (that is, to the heavenly world from which he came) to
prepare a home for them, and that he would come back or return (that is, his
second appearing or Parousia; the coming of the Son of Man) to take them to the
very same place where he was going (that is, the presence of God in the heavenly
dimension).
The apostle Paul was also describing this event in 1 Thessalonians 4 in relation to
the Parousia (or return) of Christ to gather his people, both the dead and the living,
and to bring them together for “a meeting” in the spiritual world (referred to here as
“the air” cf. Ephesians 2:2). The whole of this passage in 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 is
describing a spiritual, heavenly event, albeit a stupendous one, involving a
resurrection and transformation event that brings the whole company of assembled
believers into the presence of Jesus in the spiritual domain. There isn’t any mention
of them remaining in an earthly location. Here is verse 17:
17

After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we
will be with the Lord forever.

For those who think that the word parousia has to refer to a fleshly, bodily
presence that all humans on earth can see, this is not actually the case. The Greek
word Parousia can be understood as either describing a spiritual presence or a
visible bodily presence, or both, depending on the context; that is, it is not
restricted to just the physical realm of flesh and blood. Therefore, the Parousia of
Christ could occur within history without the main bulk of the human population
living on earth having witnessed it.7
Now returning to our parable, the “meeting” that takes place when the bridegroom
arrives involves the wise virgins going out to meet the bridegroom, after which they
move on to the location of the wedding festivities. In the culture of the day, the
wedding would have taken place at or near the home of the bridegroom’s family,
therefore, once the meeting with the procession had taken place, the whole group
would then move on to the location of the wedding festivities at the home of the
bridegroom’s family. Therefore, there isn’t any contradiction between this parable

7

The Secrets of the Parables by Gerry Watts – 11. The Wise & Foolish Virgins

and the teaching of Jesus and Paul elsewhere in the NT. The ultimate destination is
the same: The dwelling place of Yahweh in the heavenly realms.
Light in the Darkness
Anyhow, I think it is evident that the Virgins are representative of the people of
God who are servants of the Bridegroom. It is possible that they especially
represented the leaders of the Israel of God, the bride, in the first century. This
would be a similar metaphor as believers being the sheep of God’s flock, yet there
are those who are called to be shepherds of the sheep – nevertheless the shepherds
still belong to the flock!
Hence, in this particular parable, the focus is on the virgins, yet this doesn’t
prevent them from belonging to the bride, because these are just various biblical
metaphors that are often referring to the same thing from differing angles. Take, for
instance, Paul’s description of the heavenly city, New Jerusalem, as being the
mother of believers in Galatians 4:26. Yet in Revelation 21:2, 9-10 the New
Jerusalem is called the bride, the wife of the Lamb! These are just two different
metaphors that are used to describe different aspects of how the followers of Christ
can relate spiritually to their heavenly city. This is the wonder of biblical metaphor,
symbolism and allegory!
In relation to this, the churches in Revelation chapters 1 to 3 are symbolised as 7
seven-branched lampstands, which represented seven actual cities containing
Christian assemblies in the first century, as well as symbolising the whole first
century church at the end of the old covenant age (and by extension, through
continuous spiritual principles, the whole Christian Church since that time). Every
letter concludes with the phrase, “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
says to the churches.”
Jesus’ words in the letter to the assembly at Ephesus are very sobering, delivering
a warning to those first century Christians of the soon coming judgment associated
with the coming of the Son of Man within that generation - a warning very similar to
the message contained within the parable of the Ten Virgins.
“Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love. Remember the
height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first.
If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand
from its place.”
(Revelation 2:4-5 NIV)

So to apply this teaching to us today, not only are believers in Christ supposed to
be burning lamps, shining out God’s righteousness, truth and love, but we are to be
loyal servants of God, some of whom become chief servants (or virgins with lamps),
serving the Bridegroom, Jesus Christ. The wise ones are those who remain loyal to
the end, being prepared by studying the Word of God, remaining in Christ, and
walking by the Spirit. This is how we can be watchful, and be prepared to meet with
Christ when our lives are done here, patiently enduring whatever comes our way in
this world in accordance with God’s plan and purpose for his people.
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I am convinced that, in accordance with my understanding of the details of
Revelation chapter 20, there is yet to be a consummation of earth history as we
know it, preceded by the release of the spiritual adversary of Christ, the ancient
serpent and Dragon, Satan. I will say much more about this later in chapter 17
entitled The Kingdom of Heaven & The Millennial Reign (already available as a PDF
on my website).
And even now it could still be said that Jesus is knocking on the door, waiting for a
response, that we may open it for Him and begin to have fellowship with Him in His
Kingdom right now; and to those faithful ones who overcome and serve Him
faithfully to the end, He has given the throne-rights to co-rule with Him in His
Kingdom. An awesome promise!
“Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and
opens the door, I will come in and eat with him, and he with me. To him
who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I
overcame and sat down with my Father on his throne. He who has an ear, let
him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”
(Revelation 3:20-22 NIV)

This also reminds me of one of my favourite passages of Scripture, John 21:1-25.
John tells us of the time Jesus appeared to seven of the disciples after His
resurrection (John included), while they were fishing on the Sea of Galilee. Early in
the morning, while they were still in the boat trying to catch some fish, after fishing
all through the night, Jesus appeared to them on the shore. After causing them to
haul in a miraculous catch of fish, Jesus cooked them breakfast over a coal fire on
the beach (the staple food of fish and bread), which, I may add, was already cooking
by the time they got to the shore with the miraculous catch of fish. They then ate
together on the beach by the Lake, talking and having fellowship with their
resurrected, immortal Master.
During this time, Peter was fully restored to fellowship (after the shame of his
triple denial) through Jesus asking him three times, “Do you love me?” and then
commissioning him to be a shepherd of His sheep.8 This is such a wonderful picture
of pure love and friendship that goes beyond a Master/slave relationship. To me, this
is what it’s all about – communing with (or knowing) the Father and His Son, and
the rest of His spiritual family. This is what Moses was doing when he was up on the
Mountain of Sinai for 40 days and nights – having awesome fellowship with Yahweh!
Here are some more precious words that Jesus originally spoke to the Twelve.
“You are my friends if you do what I command. I no longer call you
servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I
have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have
made known to you. You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed
you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you
whatever you ask in my name. This is my command: Love each other.”
(John 15:14-17 NIV)

These words contain the key to true discipleship. Those who are growing into the
sons of God (figuratively portrayed as the chaste virgins; or the wise, obedient
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servants) are no longer called servants, but friends of Jesus, the Prince – ultimately
becoming His brothers and sisters as the children of God. This, in turn, leads to true
power and authority before the throne of the Majesty in Heaven. No servant is
greater than his Master, but it is enough that we become like our Master, therefore
we must learn to walk as Jesus did (cf. 1 John 1:6-7; 2:3-6).
This whole episode of Jesus and the seven disciples by the Sea of Galilee was also
a type or figure of the end of the age. The Seven disciples represented the complete
remnant of the true Israel, the bride assembly, particularly as represented in the
chosen leaders, the apostles, prophets, teachers and servants, who would be
working through the night of the dark world and appearing to catch nothing at its
conclusion due to martyrdom; but at the dawn of the new age Jesus would appear
and gather in a great harvest of fish (i.e. men; they were fishers of men) who would
be saved for the kingdom. Thereafter, Jesus and his bride/wife would co-rule over
the rest of the nations from a New Jerusalem in the kingdom of love and fellowship
(pictured in the breakfast on the beach). Beautiful!
These words are just as relevant today as when they were first written in the first
century AD.
The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!”
Whoever is thirsty, let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take the free
gift of the water of life.”
(Revelation 22:17 NIV)

Endnotes
1

It is very evident, if one lays aside any prior presuppositions, that the whole discourse in
Matthew 24-25 is to be understood as applying to the generation then living in the first
century AD; i.e. the apostolic generation of Jesus’ disciples. The ‘end of the age’ was
intimately tied up with the then-approaching destruction of Jerusalem and the temple; and
so was the coming of the Son of Man at the end of that age. For further study, see my
article The Olivet Discourse & The Second Advent.
2

The Greek word tote meaning ‘then’ or ‘at that time’ is used a number of times throughout
the discourse of Matthew 24 (e.g. verses 9-10, 14, 21, 23) as well as in Matthew 25:1. All of
these uses are within the context of the then-future prophetic events that would all occur
within that first century generation.
3

Take note that this delay of the bridegroom is not pictured as a long delay of weeks,
months, or years, let alone hundreds or thousands of years, which is how the mainstream
Christian church has commonly understood this ‘delay’ of Christ since the second century
AD. It goes without saying that it is the same group of ten virgins who fell asleep who
experienced the arrival of the bridegroom some time later - not a different set of virgins
hundreds of years later. Again it needs to be emphasised that this has specific reference to
the end of the age within that first century generation.
4

See the following NT texts that speak of "that day and hour" arriving unexpectedly within
that generation, hence the need for those first century believers to be watchful and ready. If
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these Christians were not ready and waiting for Jesus’ return, they would be in danger of
missing the Parousia of Christ and to subsequently be excluded from the kingdom (Matthew
24:42, 44; 25:13; Mark 13:33, 35-37; Luke 12:35-38, 40, 46; 21:36. See also Matthew
24:50-51 & Revelation 3:3).
5

The Greek word used here for "quickly" is tachos. This is usually translated as "swiftly,
quickly, shortly or soon". It must be noted that this word is also used in Romans 16:20
concerning the soon crushing of Satan, and also in Revelation 1:1 & 22:6 in relation to the
events contained in the vision of Revelation, which were to come to pass shortly or swiftly or
soon. These texts are clearly referring to events that were soon to occur in that first century
generation, and not to some far away period thousands of years in the distant future.
6

Cf. N. T. Wright, The Resurrection of the Son of God, (SPCK, 2003), pp. 217-218; &
Surprised By Hope (SPCK, 2007), pp. 141-145. (Tom) Wright suggests quite strongly that
Paul was using the ‘visiting emperor’ metaphor in 1 Thessalonians 4:16-17. He thus
interprets the ‘meeting’ of God’s people with Christ at his parousia as the first stage of a
process that involves the people escorting Christ back to earth from whence they came. I
disagree with Wright here, as I do not see this whole scenario clearly expressed in the
biblical text; and I therefore think that he is pushing this particular metaphor too far. See
also F. F. Bruce, The Books and the Parchments (Revised Edition, Marshall Pickering, 1991)
pp. 58-60. The same can be said for those Preterists who push the same point concerning
the ‘technical’ use of apantesis (e.g. Don K. Preston, We Shall Meet Him in the Air).
7

There are many OT texts that speak of God’s ‘presence’ or ‘coming’ in the form of historical
judgments, even though He did not physically or bodily appear in a worldly, fleshly sense
(e.g. Isaiah 19:1; Psalm 68:1-2, Micah 1:3-4; Nahum 1:5-6). In many of these texts, the
Hebrew word often translated as ‘presence’ (paniym) is literally ‘the face of’ - and yet these
‘appearances’ have nothing to do with the physical, bodily presence of God at all that is
normally observable to the human senses! It is therefore biblically correct to apply this
meaning to the ‘royal presence’ or Parousia of Christ in the Day of the Lord, as Jesus himself
did (cf. Luke 17:20-25).
8

Of added interest, the writer of this gospel reveals that Jesus used two Greek words for
love in this conversation, ‘agapao’ for unconditional love, and ‘phileo’ for brotherly love or
affection. This can be checked in any Concordance or Interlinear.
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